


Small Group Host,

Thank you for leading a FORWARD Small Group. I look 
forward to partnering with you through this powerful six-
week series. Know that I am praying for you and with you. 
I am confident God will accomplish His purpose through 
you and we will see many people come to faith in Christ 
through Small Groups during this spiritual emphasis 
series.

Again, thank you for your leadership. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
our Small Groups team. We are in this together! 

Reaching People. Building Lives.

Stephen Martin
Senior Pastor



WEEK 1 
Introduction & Welcome

WEEK 2  
Living God’s Way

WEEK 3
Hearing God’s Voice

WEEK 4 
Obeying God’s Call

WEEK 5 
Preparing For A Miracle

WEEK 6
Leaving A Legacy



WEEK 1

Warm Up:

Introduction:

Worksheet

Discussion:

We are going to hear from Pastor Stephen starting next week but first we 
are going to take some time to get to know each other!

Everyone please share your name, how long you have attended Vintage 
Church, the name of a person who had a positive impact on your life and 
why you consider that person so influential.

People who leave the biggest impact on the world typically have a clear 
vision of who they have been called to be and what kind of legacy they 
want to leave.  

Next week, we’re embarking on a 5-week spiritual journey to grow closer 
to God. Wherever we are going in life, God’s vision for us will be bigger 
and better than any vision we might have for ourselves. God will reveal it 
to us as we turn our hearts toward Him and truly desire to obey His will. 
Next week we will hear from Pastor Stephen on video but this week let’s 
talk about what God has done in each of our lives. 

Complete the “Share Your Story” form.

Introduction & Welcome

1. Has there been a time when God gave you a vision that stretched 
you?  Maybe what He was telling you was bigger or better than 
what you thought you could do on your own.  

2. Was that vision just for you or did you find it was actually for other 
people too?  How did it bless you and others around you?

3. Did you experience any sort of “attacks” or difficulty along the 
way?  Did you let it stop you?



Prayer:

Next Steps:

I want to finish our time together with prayer.

• Let’s pray for God’s vision to be revealed to each of us so we can 
apply it personally.  

• In addition, let’s pray for protection from the lies that the enemy 
tries to plant along our journey.  

• Are there any other prayer requests this evening?  
• Does anyone feel comfortable closing us in prayer this evening? 

• Set aside time with your family to read your FORWARD: 40-Day 
Devotional each day and see the difference it makes.

• Mark your calendars for the next five weeks so you don’t miss a 
weekend service or small group!

• Reach out to others this week that might need a small group or 
church home and bring them with you!



WEEK 2 Living God’s Way

Warm Up:

Introduction:

Video: Week 1

Discussion:

Lets start our discussion with a quick word-association game. I’m going 
to say a word, and then you think of the first word or phrase that pops 
into your mind.  Don’t say it out loud yet; just think of it to yourself.

Are you ready?  Here’s the word: Surrender.

Now let’s go around the room, and each person say the word or phrase 
that comes to mind when you heard the word “surrender.”

As our word-association game revealed, we have a lot of different 
thoughts when it comes to the idea of surrendering. But something we 
all have in common with surrendering is our walk with Christ. We’re in 
the second week of our FORWARD series and this week we’re talking 
about living God’s way, which at its core requires surrendering to Him. 
This week we’re going to look at more highlights from Abraham’s life, 
and talk about the role that surrendering to God plays in our lives. Let’s 
begin by watching a clip from Pastor Stephen about living God’s way.

Play Week 1 of the FORWARD DVD.

1. God called Abraham to leave his life behind and follow Him to an 
unknown land. Has there been a time in your life when God has 
asked you to surrender something? What did you do?

2. Share a time that God has proven Himself faithful to you when 
you’ve taken steps of faith. (Encourage everyone to think of a time 
and share God’s faithfulness.)



Prayer:

Next Steps:

Let’s close our discussion with a time of prayer.  I’d like to focus on a 
couple of personal application points as we pray:

First, is there anyone here who would say God has asked you to do 
something that you’re struggling with? Are you comfortable sharing 
specifically what God has asked you for?

Close by focusing on the following prayer points:

• Have the group pray for anyone who responded to the prayer 
point above.

• Pray that we would each submit to God’s will and trust Him with 
a deeper faith.

• Pray that as we embark on FORWARD, God would speak to each 
of us and we would follow Him however He leads.

• Spend time with God as you and your family read the FORWARD: 
40-Day Devotional.

• Reach out to your Group Host this week and share something God 
is beginning to show you.



WEEK 3 Hearing God’s Voice

Warm Up:

Introduction:

Video: Week 2

Discussion:

As people are coming in for a time of fellowship today, have them write 
their prayer requests on a post-it note and then pass it to the leader for 
prayer at the end.

Share a time when someone asked you to do something but didn’t give 
you enough information to complete the task.

Before we can actually do something, we have to know clearly what we’re 
supposed to do. This is also true in our relationship with God. Hearing 
God’s voice is the first step to obedience.

We’re in the third week of FORWARD and this week, we’re talking about 
hearing God’s voice. Today we’re going to look at the ways God speaks 
to us and how we respond to His voice. Let’s begin by watching a clip 
from Pastor Stephen about hearing from God.

Play Week 2 of the FORWARD DVD.

1. God speaks to us in different ways. The more we get to know His 
voice, the better we are at recognizing it. Tell us about a time God 
clearly spoke to you and you followed His voice.

2. Have you ever had a time when God was speaking, but you were 
afraid to listen? Why were you afraid to hear what He said?  

3. Have you ever had a time when you thought God spoke to you but 
wondered if it was really Him? How did it end up?



Prayer:

Next Steps:

As we close in prayer, let’s remember what Pastor Stephen reminded us 
today: The more we talk with God, the more we know His voice, and the 
closer we are to Him.  

Who wants to start our prayer this evening? We also have these post-it 
prayers. All you need to do is thank Him for covering the specific item 
on the post-it. He knows what to do. Who can pray for __________? (Hand 
out all the post-its.)

The Host will close by focusing on the following prayer points:

• Pray that we would be receptive to hearing God’s voice.
• Pray that God would speak to each individual during FORWARD.
• Pray that Pastor Stephen and the leadership of the church would 

continue to hear God’s voice as we move into the future of Vintage 
Church.

• Invest time each day in your FORWARD: 40-Day Devotional.  
• Email hello@vintagechurch.cc to share a story of something God 

is doing in your life during FORWARD.  Pastor Stephen and the 
leadership team are praying for you!



WEEK 4 Obeying God’s Call

Warm Up:

Introduction:

Video: Week 3

Discussion:

Option 1 - for groups with people who have children:
As a parent, would you rather have your children’s obedience or would 
you rather have their hearts? Why?

Option 2 - for groups with people who do not have children:
Do you think parents would rather have their children’s obedience or 
their hearts?  Why?

Obedience is ultimately a condition of the heart. You can use the threat 
of punishment or the promise of blessing to make someone obey you, 
but that’s not the same as someone obeying out of a heart of obedience. 
It’s no different with our relationship with God. God wants us to obey 
Him because we love Him.

This week we’re talking about obeying God. We’re going to look at the 
concept of obedience, the fears that keep us from obeying God, and the 
steps we can take to obey God more. Let’s watch as Pastor Stephen 
talks about obeying God’s call.

Play Week 3 of the FORWARD DVD.

1. Have there been times God asked you to do something and you 
struggled to obey?  

2. Why do we struggle with obedience? What is it we are afraid of? 
What are we trying to avoid?  

3. Sometimes we directly disobey God and sometimes we simply 
delay obedience for a time (instead of instantly obeying). Why do 
we do that?



Prayer:

Next Steps:

Discussion: (continued)

As we close in prayer, I have one very practical application question this 
week:  

Is there anyone here who is struggling with obeying God in some area of 
your life? How can we pray for you?

Close by focusing on the following prayer points:

• Have the group pray for anyone who responded to the application 
question above.

• Pray that God would capture our hearts and that we would obey 
Him out of our love for Him.

• Pray that we would be people who obey God immediately and that 
He would help us overcome our fears.

• Consider sharing something your FORWARD: 40-Day Devotional 
has helped you to understand better at hello@vintagechurch.cc 

• Encourage all those who are interested, to exchange email 
addresses or phone numbers to keep in touch and encourage one 
another. 

4. Have you found that when you took a step of faith, God’s 
faithfulness was just on the other side of your obedience? What 
can we do to remember that so we obey God in the future?



WEEK 5 Preparing For A Miracle

Warm Up:

Introduction:

Video: Week 4

Discussion:

Have you ever seen a miracle before? (Maybe it was the miracle of a 
changed life, a restored relationship, a healing, a miraculous provision or 
a supernatural breakthrough.) What was it?

So far during FORWARD, we’ve talked about seeing God’s vision, living 
His way, hearing His voice, and obeying His call. Today, we’re going to 
talk about preparing for a miracle. We’re going to learn how we can see 
supernatural miracles take place in our lives by partnering with God.

Let’s open our hearts and hands as Pastor Stephen talks about our role 
and God’s role in preparing for a miracle.

Play Week 4 of the FORWARD DVD.

1. Pastor Stephen says a miracle is simply God showing up and 
doing for you what you could never do for yourself. Are you willing 
to let God perform a miracle in your life?  

2. How do we cooperate with God in the miracle process? Is there a 
time He was able to use you or what you had to perform a miracle 
for others?

3. All you have to do is open your hands and allow God to multiply 
what you already have. Has there been a time that you surrendered 
something and He was faithful? Tell the group about it. 



Prayer:

Next Steps:

As we close our discussion time, is there anyone here who needs a 
miracle in your life right now? How can we pray for you?

Close by focusing on the following prayer points:

• Have the group pray for anyone who responded to the question 
above.

• Pray that God would prepare our hearts for the miracle that He is 
going to perform through FORWARD.

• Pray that God would use us in our day-to-day lives to meet needs 
and that we would obey Him to bring about miracles.

• With only one week left, discuss a date to get the group together 
again after this group ends. Mark your calendars! Pastor Stephen 
reminded us how important it is to stay connected. 

• This weekend is Commitment Weekend for FORWARD during 
all Vintage Church services. Encourage everyone to come and 
participate in what God is going to do through us together as a 
spiritual family.



WEEK 6 Leaving A Legacy

Warm Up:

Introduction:

Video: Week 5

Discussion:

Tell us about a favorite vacation or a favorite journey that you went on.  
What did you have to do to prepare?

We’ve all taken trips before that took much planning and preparation. No 
matter what the trip was, one thing is certain: It wouldn’t have happened 
if we didn’t prepare for it. This is also true regarding the spiritual journey 
our church is taking. We’re moving into the next phase of Vintage Church, 
and it’s time for each of us to prepare what we will do to play our part.

Last week we examined the role that we play in partnering with God to 
bring about a miracle. Now, in our final week of the FORWARD series, 
we’re going to talk about going on a journey together in order to leave a 
legacy. Pastor Stephen has a special message for us today to remind us 
of God’s promise in Ephesians.

Play Week 5 of the FORWARD DVD.

1. Who did God send before you that sacrificed something so you 
could know Christ? How did He use that person?  

2. Do you know what they had to sacrifice for you to find your 
relationship with Christ? 



Prayer:

Next Steps:

In our final week of FORWARD, I want us to close our prayer time in a 
different way.  I would love for everyone to say a brief, one-sentence or 
two-sentence prayer about something the Lord has put on your heart 
during the past six weeks. You can pray for anything on your heart, and 
I’ll conclude with a brief prayer for our next steps this week.

(Start with the person on your right and go around the room. When 
everyone has prayed, close in prayer by focusing on the following 
points.)

• Pray God would direct each of us this week to give of ourselves 
so that God can multiply what we have and we can experience 
miracles. 

• Pray we would give willingly and with glad hearts as we step out 
and obey the Lord.

• Pray God would bless Vintage Church as we continue to Reach 
People and Build Lives.

• Pray God would direct each of us concerning the FORWARD 
Miracle Offering next weekend.

• Partner with God and believe Him for a miracle! 
• Check your email to complete a brief survey about your FORWARD 

Small Group experience.
• Who is willing to lead a FORWARD small group next semester. 
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