In The Zone, Part 2

Relationship With God

Recap
	Last week we talked about: 
		God has a zone for us.
		Blessing flow freely. 

		We looked at the life of Abraham.

		Genesis 12:1 "The Lord had said to Abram "Leave your country, your people, and your 		father's household and go to the land I will show you""

		Genesis 12:2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your 		name great, and you will be a blessing". 

		Genesis 12:3 "I will bless those who bless you and whoever curses you I will curse; and 		all the people on earth will be blessed through you"

		If you study the life of Abraham, he got into the zone but not instantly. It was as a process, a little at 		a time. 

		Hosea 4:6 "My people are destroyed from a lack of knowledge."

		If all you know about your walk with God is that you are going to heaven, you're likely to have 		a hell on earth.

		John 15:7 "If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 		given to you."


Introduction


We're going to be talking about how you can move from where you are and move to the God Zone, pulling his thoughts into your life, where you are blessed just like Abraham. 

This week we’re going to pour the foundation & talk about the most important relationship you will ever have.

		Your relationship with God.


What does it mean to be a Christian? 


	1. You believe that absolute moral truth exists.


	2. The Bible is totally accurate in all of the principles it teaches.


	3. God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the world who still rules the universe today. 


	4. Satan is considered to be a real being or force, not merely symbolic.


	5. A person cannot earn their way into Heaven by trying to be good or do good works; Jesus Christ 	was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross and rose from the dead for the forgiveness 	of our sins.


	6. You are “Born Again”. 

	John 3:1-8 (NLT)
	3 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark one 	evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. 	Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”

	3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again,[a] you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”

	4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and 	be born again?”

	5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the 	Spirit.[b] 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.[c] 7 So 	don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You[d] must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you 	can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people 	are born of the Spirit.”


	John 3:15-18 (NLT)
	15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.[f]

	16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 	him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to 	save the world through him.


	Let me break down what “Born Again” Looks like, A person who: 

		ADMIT
		Admit you have sinned and need forgiveness. The first step towards making a change is recognizing 		a need exists. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrated His love toward us that while we were still 		sinners Christ died for us.”

		BELIEVE
		Believe the good news of God’s love for you. You don’t have to “clean yourself up” before coming to 		God: He accepts you just as you are. John 3:16 says, “for God so loved the world that He gave His 		only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

		CONFESS
		Confess your sins and ask for God’s forgiveness. Just imagine a life free of regret and guilt! God 		promises to forget your sins in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 		our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

		DEMONSTRATE
		Demonstrate your decision by taking practical steps to grow in faith: baptism in water and becoming 		part of the Church. Acts 2:38 says, “Then Peter said to them, "Repent and let every one of you be 		baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and you shall receive the Holy Spirit."”


That’s what being Christian Means. So lets assume everyone in here calls themselves a Christian. If you have a red dot on the chair in front of you, stand up. 

Statistically, you are the only ones in this room who have a Christian worldview, which means you agree to everything I just said. 1 out of 5 of people who call themselves Christians, aren’t. 

If you are going to live in the zone, you have to have a relationship with God. The only way you can do that is through Jesus Christ. 


Just because you take the title/label of Christian doesn’t really mean you’re a Christian.


	Matthew 7:15-23
	15“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves. 16You 	can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs 	from thistles? 17A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18A good tree can’t 	produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19So every tree that does not produce good fruit 	is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can 	identify people by their actions.

	21“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who 	actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! 	We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your 	name.’ 23But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’


In ancient times and even today in many 3rd world countries, Idols are worshipped regularly. 


	God even addresses this reality in the Bible: 

	Exodus 20:4-6
	4“You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth 	or in the sea. 5You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 	God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children; 	the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. 6But I 	lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands.


Many people in the Western World would never think to worship one of these. But an idol is anything you’ve put first in your life. 


	It could even be your picture of God that isn’t the God of the Bible. 
	People who refuse to believe what the Bible says God says about God Himself.


Are you one of the following?

	1. Borrowed Faith: Have you borrowed the faith of a previous generation?

	2. Lost Faith: Do you think you’re right with God without having personally turned from sin & committed your 	life to Jesus? 

	3. No Faith: Are you secure in Jesus both in this life and for eternity?

		Hosea 4:6 "My people are destroyed from a lack of knowledge."


Here’s the good news: 
	Under the law of Moses, people had to do good to get to God. This was impossible! No one could keep the 	law because the law wasn’t meant to point us through Jesus!

	Under Grace through Jesus, all people have to do is believe and put their trust in what Jesus has done for 	them!


THE GREAT EXCHANGE!

	We ARE FORGIVEN, PAST PRESENT & FUTURE!


We can’t move forward in our lives and learn how to live in the God Zone that God has for us without putting Him first in our lives. 


Knowing you’re a sinner is the easy part! Believing that God loves you and wants to forgive your past, present and future, that’s sometimes the toughest thing to do!

John 15:7 "If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you."

So now we know what being a Christian means but how can we grow day to day? 
Many people would try to complicate being a Christian but it’s really simple! 

Let look at our mission statement: 
“Our Church exists to create engaging environments where people can learn, trust and follow Jesus”

1. Learn
	A. Read Your Bible. (Sharper than a 2 edged sword, use to cut or protect)
	B. Stay faithful to church. (Isolation = Trouble)

2. Trust
	A. Practice what you learn. Great faith happens one step at a time. (example: kyla and I giving)
	How do you eat an elephant, one bite at a time. 
3. Follow
	A. When you have learned to trust God now you can truly follow Him. This happens when your testimony 	grows to a point that you will do what He asks even when you don’t understand!

What can you do to grow in your faith?

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Get A Bible and read it. (Journaling helps. Note Taking. Memorization & Prayer without ceasing.) 
John 15:7 "If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you."

2. Spend time with God. Relationships needs investment. Take time to get alone with God. 
(How it works for me. The Woods, I work out, I shut my office door, and I speak AND listen)

3. Get Baptized. This is your public confession of Faith. Do it because Jesus did it and told us to.

4. Go Deeper! Don’t stop at the weekend. Ways you can Go Deeper: 
	Attend a Go Deeper Event.
	Serve on a team.
	Join a small group.

5. Online Resources. Updated each week following Sunday Service. Recommended Readings & Tools to help you in each specific area.

PRAYER, RESPONSE & INVITATION


OFFERING

