
Small Group Host,

Thank you for leading a Nehemiah Small Group. 
I look forward to partnering with you through 
this powerful 5-week series. Know that I am 
praying for you and with you. I am confident 
God will accomplish His purpose through you 
and we will see many people come to faith in 
Christ and grow through Small Groups during 
this spiritual emphasis series.

Again, thank you for your leadership. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact our Small Groups team. We 
are in this together! 

Reaching People. Building Lives,

Stephen Martin
Senior Pastor

stephen@vintagechurch.cc
254-415-9491 (office)

WEEK 1 
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WEEK 1 - SEEING GOD’S VISION

Group Guide & Order

1. Introduction & Warm Up (15-20 minutes)
 
Everyone please share your name, how long you have attended 
Vintage Church, the name of a person who had a positive impact 
on your life and why you consider that person so influential.

2. This Week’s Topic (1 minute)
 
As we start our journey into Nehemiah, it’s important to know 
why as a church we have decided to choose Nehemiah’s story 
and how it directly impacts our church and lives. It begins with 
a vision. Vision is needed when it’s time to act. It is vital that the 
person or people called to carry out the vision clearly see it and 
then can understand how to execute steps to accomplish the 
vision they see.

3. Play Group Video (4-10 minutes)
 
Play Week 1 of the NEHEMIAH DVD.

4. Discussion Questions (20-30 minutes)

As the group host, you have discretion on what questions to ask 
based on your small group’s spiritual understanding & maturity. 
It is best to ask at least one from each section and then add 
questions as you discern where the discussion needs to go. 

5. Closing Prayer (5-10 minutes)

Let’s close by focusing on the following prayer points:
• Discuss a high & low (thankful for & praying for)
• Pray that those in the group would discover a greater 

vision for their lives & the local church
• Pray for specific needs & invite others to pray

6. Next Steps
• Spend time with God as you and your family read the 

Nehemiah: 40-Day Devotional (online). 
• Don’t miss service this weekend or small group next week

Discussion Questions
 
Connection & Action

• What comes to mind when you hear the word 
“Vision”?

• Has there been a time when God gave you a 
vision that stretched you?  Maybe what He was 
telling you was bigger or better than what you 
thought you could do on your own.

• Was that vision just for you or did you find it 
was actually for other people too?  How did it 
bless you and others around you?

• Did you experience any sort of “attacks” or 
difficulty along the way?  Did you let it stop 
you?

Bible & Belief

Read Habakkuk 2:2-3
    • Why is vision important?

Read Matthew 6:33-34
    • What are two things we are to seek?
    • How does this apply to the vision over your       
       life? 
    • God gives us permission not to worry about 
       tomorrow, is that helpful? Why?

Growing Leadership

 • How does understanding vision change how I 
live my life today?

 • Where in my life do I need to have more vi-
sion?

 • Do I connect vision in my personal life to the 
vision of my local church? Why or why not?

Follow Up & Notes



WEEK 2 - BUILDING BEYOND YOURSELF

Group Guide & Order

1. Introduction & Warm Up (15-20 minutes)
 
Let’s start our discussion with a quick word-association game. 
I’m going to say a word, and then you think of the first word or 
phrase that pops into your mind. 

Here’s the word: Faithfulness
Now let’s go around the room, and each person say the word 
or phrase that comes to mind when you heard the word 
“faithfulness.”

2. This Week’s Topic (1 minute)
 
If you’re familiar with Nehemiah, you know the story is all 
about vision and leadership. On one level, it’s filled with great 
principles for achieving a God-given vision and persevering 
through difficulties. We also believe God gives people personal 
visions that help further the mission of the local church. God’s 
vision is to help us see beyond ourselves and let it impact the 
lives around us. 

3. Play Group Video (4-10 minutes)
 
Play Week 2 of the NEHEMIAH DVD.

4. Discussion Questions (20-30 minutes)

As the group host, you have discretion on what questions to ask 
based on your small group’s spiritual understanding & maturity. 
It is best to ask at least one from each section and then add 
questions as you discern where the discussion needs to go. 

5. Closing Prayer (5-10 minutes)

Let’s close by focusing on the following prayer points:
• Discuss a high & low (thankful for & praying for)
• Pray for people to experience God’s vision  for their part to 

play in His Vision for the church.
• Pray for specific needs & involve others to pray

6. Next Steps
• Spend time with God as you and your family read the 

Nehemiah: 40-Day Devotional (online). 
• Complete the share your story card and return in service.

Discussion Questions
 
Connection & Action

• Share a time when God has proven Himself 
faithful when you stepped out and trusted Him.

• How has God’s faithfulness in your life affect-
ed someone else? 

• Did you experience any sort of “attacks” or 
difficulty along the way?  Did you let it stop 
you?

Bible & Belief

Read Nehemiah 2:18
    • What do you see in this passage that stands 
    out to you?
    • Why is building God’s house a good work?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:57-58
    • How do you understand what Paul is writing 
    in this passage?
    • Why is our labor for God not in vain?

Growing Leadership

 • How does understanding vision change how I 
live my life today?

 • Where in my life do I currently build beyond 
myself?

 • What else do I see in this week’s topic that 
could help the group understand the principle 
better?

Follow Up & Notes



WEEK 3 - FAITH THAT OVERCOMES

Group Guide & Order

1. Introduction & Warm Up (15-20 minutes)
 
As people are coming in for Small Group today, have them write 
their prayer requests on a blank index card and then pass it to 
the leader for prayer at the end.

Share a time when someone asked you to do something but 
didn’t give you enough information to complete the task. What 
was your experience? How was it resolved?

2. This Week’s Topic (1 minute)
 
Why do we love stories of redemption in the face of life-
threatening adversity? We are drawn to them and we can’t get 
enough of them. We hear a story about incredible courage and 
think, “ Where do I get that?” We beat ourselves up because we 
can’t stir up willpower or the courage to get it done. How do we 
overcome our unbelief?  

3. Play Group Video (4-10 minutes)
 
Play Week 3 of the NEHEMIAH DVD.

4. Discussion Questions (20-30 minutes)

As the group host, you have discretion on what questions to ask 
based on your small group’s spiritual understanding & maturity. 
It is best to ask at least one from each section and then add 
questions as you discern where the discussion needs to go. 

5. Closing Prayer (5-10 minutes)

Let’s close by focusing on the following prayer points:
• Have group pray for prayers from the index cards. 
• Pray that we would each submit to God’s Will and trust 

Him with stronger faith. 
• Pray that God would speak to each person on their part to 

play in Forward - Step 2. 

6. Next Steps
• Spend time with God as you and your family read the 

Nehemiah: 40-Day Devotional (online). 
• Pray & complete your pledge & commitment card

Discussion Questions
 
Connection & Action

• Share a time when you needed faith to get 
through a difficult time in your life.

• What did you do to grow your faith during that 
time? What did you feel like doing?  

• Who do you know that has grown in their 
faith?

Bible & Belief

Read Romans 10:17
    • What do you see in this passage that stands 
    out to you?
    • What is the message about Christ?

Read Hebrews 11:6
    • Why does faith please God?
    • How do we act in the present when we’re    
    believing for something by faith for the 
    future?

Growing Leadership

 • How does understanding overcoming faith 
change how I live my life today?

 • Where in my life do I struggle having faith?

 • What else do I see in this week’s topic that 
could help the group understand the principle 
better?

Follow Up & Notes



WEEK 4 - WHAT GOD BUILDS IN US

Group Guide & Order

1. Introduction & Warm Up (15-20 minutes)
 
God has used life events to mark us for His purpose.

What is a trip or experience that had a big spiritual impact on 
you and why?

2. This Week’s Topic (1 minute)
 
Nehemiah isn’t building a church or a worship center. God was 
already going to do that. Nehemiah had a burden for the people. 
He was coming from a place of strength. He knew God was 
faithful, he just needed to do what he was called to do. The more 
we walk in the call God has for us, the closer we grow with God.   

3. Play Group Video (4-10 minutes)
 
Play Week 4 of the NEHEMIAH DVD.

4. Discussion Questions (20-30 minutes)

As the group host, you have discretion on what questions to ask 
based on your small group’s spiritual understanding & maturity. 
It is best to ask at least one from each section and then add 
questions as you discern where the discussion needs to go. 

5. Closing Prayer (5-10 minutes)

Let’ s close by focusing on the following prayer points:
• Pray that we would each submit to God’s Will and trust 

Him with stronger faith. 
• Pray that God would speak to each person on their part to 

play in Forward - Step 2. 

6. Next Steps
• Spend time with God as you and your family read the 

Nehemiah: 40-Day Devotional (online). 
• Pray & complete your pledge & commitment card
• This weekend is commitment weekend and we all  need to 

be praying for our 12 month pledge & miracle offering in 
the Forward Project Step 2. 

Discussion Questions
 
Connection & Action

• Share a time when you looked back and real-
ized you’ve grown.

• What did you do to grow your faith during that 
time? What did you feel like doing?  

Bible & Belief

Read Philippians 1:3-6
    • What do you see in this passage that stands 
    out to you?
    • What is your confidence in Christ. 
    • How are Christians also partners together?

Read Nehemiah 8:5-6
   • How can honoring the vision grow you?
   • Why is the book (Bible) something we should 
   thank God for?

Growing Leadership

 • How has God used a circumstance or adver-
sity to build you? 

 • How do you view your current situation in 
God’s big plan for your life?

 • What else do I see in this week’s topic that 
could help the group understand the principle 
better?

Follow Up & Notes



WEEK 5 - PREPARING FOR A MIRACLE 

Group Guide & Order

1. Introduction & Warm Up (15-20 minutes)
 
Have you ever seen a miracle before? (Maybe it was the miracle 
of a changed life, a restored relationship, a healing, a miraculous 
provision or a supernatural breakthrough.) What was it?

2. This Week’s Topic (1 minute)
 
So far during Nehemiah, we’ve talked about seeing God’s vision, 
living His way, overcoming, and building with God. Today, we’re 
going to talk about preparing for a miracle. We’re going to learn 
how we can see supernatural miracles take place in our lives by 
partnering with God.

Let’s open our hearts and hands as Pastor Stephen talks about 
our role and God’s role in preparing for a miracle.

3. Play Group Video (4-10 minutes)
 
Play Week 5 of the NEHEMIAH DVD.

4. Discussion Questions (20-30 minutes)

As the group host, you have discretion on what questions to ask 
based on your small group’s spiritual understanding & maturity. 
It is best to ask at least one from each section and then add 
questions as you discern where the discussion needs to go. 

5. Closing Prayer (5-10 minutes)

Lets close by focusing on the following prayer points:
• Pray for another who currently needs a miracle. 
• Pray that God would speak to each person on their part to 

play in Forward - Miracle offering this weekend. 

6. Next Steps
• Spend time with God as you and your family read the 

Nehemiah: 40-Day Devotional (online). 
• Pray & complete your pledge & commitment card
• This weekend is Miracle Offering weekend and we all  

need to be praying for our 12 month pledge & miracle 
offering in the Forward Project Step 2. 

Discussion Questions
 
Connection & Action

• What do you currently do to help others?

• How do we cooperate with God in the miracle 
process? Is there a time He was able to use 
you or what you had to perform a miracle for 
others?

• All You have to do is open your hands and al-
low God to multiply what you already have. Has 
there been a time that you surrendered some-
thing and He was faithful?

Bible & Belief

Read John 6:1-13 
    • What do you see in this passage that stands 
     out to you?
    • What did God use to provide the miracle?
    • How are we in a position for a miracle by     
    bringing what we have?

Read Hebrews 12:1
    • Who in your life inspires you to continue     
    growing in your faith?
    • How does focusing on Jesus help us “run   
    our race”?

Growing Leadership

 • How can you help someone else prepare for 
their miracle? 

 • What in your life do you struggle believing 
God for? Why do you think that is?

 • What else do I see in this week’s topic that 
could help the group understand the principle 
better?

Follow Up & Notes


